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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a method and apparatus 
for providing enlarged images via a data communication network 
making it possible to greatly reduce the amounts of processes 
done by a server at a request from a client for enlarging an image 
or moving its display position, while reducing the cost of 
constructing server facilities. 

SOLUTION: Based on a digital original image document a reduced 
image document having a plurality of levels of resolutions lower 
than the resolution of the original image document is created. The 
reduced image document and the original image document are each 
divided into a plurality of segment image documents and the 
reduced image document of the final level in the reduced image 
documents is presented as an initial display image at a client's 
request for the display of images. If a request for enlarging a 
specific area of the image being displayed is received from the 
client, the segment image documents required for constructing the 
image of the area requested for enlargement are transferred. 
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